TURKEY
FLUSHES

Turn your bird dog loose on the toms
and put more beards in the bag.

BY TIM BARTCOMN

E xcited vipping barks and the sound waves of cackles,
clucks and alarm putts surround me (rom somewhere
off in the autumn woods. Was it 100 vards or more? My
cars could not determine. Vic's barks indicated he knows,
but will he tell me? Air ripplcs across taul wing [cathers
as a hen glides away overhead. She is separated from the
flock and a smile crosses my face as [start walking toward

the wild turkeys’ commaotion.

As 1 omove m 1 wender exactly
where Vie s st as the whistle
touches nvy i, Vi s i .'iifjjlt coming
Fasts it secrs he reads my mind. He
has this koack ol _\']mu-iug upr just
alrout the tinee | ostart to woneer
where e is. Creeling me with an
urgent hark as il saving, “Hurry,
]1|_|rr]r'!" Vie turnes back the way f
carme anl leals me deeper into the
wiinls,

About 158 vards in Vie begins
wide circles mea kind of walking
print io e e all 1l bied \'r;mlt'l{
ing and 1o eneane all the turkeys have
lelt the area. W there are s1 r:uf;:lu:r.-c
around they 1 start valling for as-
.t;rmhl}- avned el the rest of the Mok
away from our selup.

Clearly, this s a :‘rlut:tl-.xi;r.u:d ok
anad 1t is waell seattered. Vie is now
sitting like a statu by an inviling
tree, 1 think nay, Tw’s net pit'l:'mg il
selup tree lo Chr is he? 1 ocannot
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determine if this s the case, but in
any ovent Hee tree is located in the
center ol all the .‘il.'l'dT.L‘hi.l'igH and will
be comlertalde 10 lean back on,
An s been trained to do, Vie
takes his posttion lying on my be-ft
sidde tight against 1wy thigh. This helps
us sty hiddden amd T ean feel when
e 1'_||-:']cx i Ll im'oming tUTkt‘}'.'i.

it's my wing o call making the

assembly calls

Vic's munseles tense and T can feel
his trembling exvitement at the ap-
pruau:h al the torkey, Vie goes into
a rigid lying point in the direction
of the turhey™s approach. My gun is
up and . the turkey steps clear at
20 }'anlﬂ Lranm!

Vic's muscles tense and | can feel his trembling
exciternent at the approach of the turkey.

This timee 1t's not long Lrefore the
kee-deeen start. This is the call 1urk¢:}'.~;
s 1o fined e brooed hen; i response
the T will assembly call {(kee-kee
}'{'lll:l alsey ke as il'llk“ k-::f'-kn: rn
call 1o regroup the Hock. This time

Al 15 quiet as Vie rolls his cyes
to mine lor pernassion o go gel the
turkey. | whispr "o get it” and join
him at e kall spot as he s holding
th{- turkey o n |.I'r_lll'l. 1'.!1’_‘1'Ii]'](:| "-'l-'ith
A on cach wing. Turkeys are oo
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big to retrieve and gu]:lrlcr}: have
long sharp spurs, =0 Vic is trained to
approach [rom the tail, et hath paws
on the wings amd grab the neck in
this mouth antil 1 arrive 1o take OVET,
Vic really relishes this he deding part.

Since this is g largre ock, we
relurn to setup ared T call out the
assembly again. 1t not long before
the tur!-:t:.':a start thaeeic ke kees and
another t1_11']u'1_r contes inside our
25 yard wone. On command, Vie
raess Lo the Tallen [|->|1|1|||_~1 lurka-_':.-,
iving us o savoned bird ol the :[,.:r-_

Il BREAKING FLOCKS Vic, 4 2-year
ald viwsla, periormed |1|-||'1-L-l|1_r' A5 A
lut’h'_wy du‘:_;. [ilank ol it as his wral-
wation into turkey -..]u_g_ll-:hnna_

Turkey dogging is w niche huni;
there are not very many hunters with
:i::g_ﬂ whi participaic inn e Lall tm-l;c-_y
hunts in the F/ sates where it is

allowed. Here in Wisconsing turkey

A Typical seiup with Vie lor turkey callback,
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:Inu;_l\ing_{ Wk |<';.r_<|,||g_1,'1’.| fiar the 2010
Fall season, WIH™NE estimmates abaout
LW PeTeenL, or 520, fall hunters

st dows Vs means there is lols ol

room bor more hnmilers o giw it a
Lry.
Wisconsin has the nation's premicer

{all I|.||'k|_~1,' R BRI T ‘-".il,ll o of e

(il nawt she ||i'_'1l||.'\l] |'||:l|'|l,||.1|i|::1:!-'~ ol

turkevs, T season runs Trom mid
Seplember to e, 310 A hunter can
buy one tag puer l.l'l'\\. bl sold oot

in auni. I"! ies are & T for pesicdents

andd 515 non n':~i||n'||1.\. Fere™s the

seeret: s |3 aned 42 the tag

e novt sell out s there are thou
sancs lelt wisold gt season’s e,
Turk- v huating with {|t:g-. s one
ol the or |-~m.|[ |1||r|1|:||u mcthods of
|:r|r1u|n” P, T— h.w In Morth
.l‘umlu ail alates back to the t‘-lll\’
1a00s when the restdents ol ]nm“‘-
Lo, Virginia, Ine pan using :|ng& o
i tL||L1 s Tuein tlrrp‘k would locate
a Mok, fiush tl- 1urk1 ys up inlo
troes andd bark while the hunter
fjuie I|1 woved it position for a
shot, 1 the Hock scattered, the

Wi w9 rmenthe ald wben he had his hrst successful ke y ezl

Wie is checking oul the g, wondering whal Uhat s all alaa

Wi loves to nonl wslimmd trds but oree ina while we corme acoes akeys, On

Ui iy | bsedsa Loy v mmy pocket so 1 tashioned a makeshiln blind, o

kol

Lhes oranige b valled This e of the year back with ey radural e
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hunter wonbid quictly sit with his
drrg al that spen ared call on a wing
b 1o ro-assemahle tlee Aok,

Generatwons ol devoiees of turlu‘}'
clngging bave ke this form of
hunting alisve far more than 400
years. Hurnters turn loose their :!ng
to Hush the torkevs inio the trees
so that the hmer will get a shot .
In somee fuarters tree :;]1nnting
turkeys is Trevwned o, owever, it
1% ]1:5{.1] i st stales and shouald
not b confused with roost "\htlrilin“

Turkevs are 1nn1151 hirds .-][llil
requiTe heal fneck Tuosts using a ugllt
chole with Mo 1, 5 or 6 shot.
Mainly [or salety, only a handful of
states allow villes Lor 1l11‘]~c|:.‘]r' huntinc:'
ﬂnnﬂ]nq at v o Heshing tuTLﬂ’
18 mot 1(it1llll11t'lH|('!| as tht"lr Can
take shet aned Hy vr run a |(]ng way
hefore d'.lw.'.

My preferre Al vwethend Tor ]mugmg
[all turkeys is 1o break up the Hock
andd seatter them i different direc-
tions, then call my clcm back in after
he has cireled the anea to make sure
all the turkews have leh. Pick a com-
lortable tree 1o =it against, liash your
ring next Lo von and wait a few
minules or |m1|l your lwear the turkse ¥s
:.1_““:1':: Lok 1,.1{|'| -:|I,|'|1‘I then eall U‘-I'I‘.IQ
| kee-kees.
Most any bivd dos can b trained

an .hwmhh call

a% o 1|.jr!~_l,l| 1|ul.> il ]L.j‘\l as a 1.|I:Ig
that huanmts 1] L Iurh'v Jlunllllg
dog needs 10 I .II:'ll. Lo range oul
200 1 300 vanle, check back with
the master, il turkeys and then
rush them o that they scatter or
break. A bak oo the :Iirg as e
tt]rku_-':,-':; bricak ap is o wolcome bonus
and is bener T the hunter to get
(ocuscd on where the dng and

turkoeys are.

Ldeally the lunter and dog need
Ly sl :|-|1 a1 the puant ool brcak-up.
Tor T mvenna- emasily called i:-d.t']-k., the
turkeyvs necd 1o b seattered in dil-
Ferent discetions, Fall 11!1'11&‘}'!4 do not
like being alome because they are in
the Prowess al T ing inte thaeir
winter Hooks.

The Fall 1ok ' hunt is somewhere
in hetween s |nu 1lilkl'.".- hllﬁtII'l"
amed uplinul |u|n!|l\<1 The | fall hunter
sels U fo call turkevs like he would
duri ingr A sping . |1|1111|1L turkae v
in the Tall s |H-. reduires cover ImT




Wiscansin turkey
the proper alline

A |01. Ull:gll:'l.rl.llld [ Inlike .':'||_||'|t|,':|'_-; whay
sit on stands o in Blinds, 1J|u|aml
hunters are on the e amd this is
oo ol the key inprecdunits lor suciess
in the tall !ullln-y waonods, Maost
Ll]l'l-il.'_‘_\.'i cocountered will he i Family
locks during il carly Ll and thes:
Moweks will contimne 1o increase in
siwr as winder draws closer,
Compared 1o ather :|::a|.1|u| Fanme,
[all il]l'k{'} ks ane thae mega tush

whore bt el Foa velisle e wave of

Jrre ”1""11. iilll. ks and cackles while
big wings are swirhing i I!‘||. air, lor
mI*, it like 1l l.1.||| es tick and ImL
al my heare I voun e close cm:-u-rh

".-l::lll “ (TR TRV ot 4 Teeeel |[||:

seasen is open until New Year's Eve each yesr With
Wi car hunt suecessTully in cold temps.

mOVing ar ared all of this without
the inlerrption ol a Igun_-,-lnn_ The:
y_lulriu' conmes Later, :_:j.t'inf_z hunters
th opporiunily to enjoy their t|(:-g‘s
gomd work Tnstewd of the (lush
I'|'|._'|I'ki.l'il.l the olinwax ol the hunt as
with Ir u|z|1un-.| up|md |:|||!I|n'| the
turkey hesh is just the first \1L|:

§ FILL THE YOID |decades before
Vie T bt all [|||||;.H- wilh :]“.-::H..
lll’]ll:l the l|1r" 1l LFI.11, into 1|:|:
tleee pest recesses of niy hesart dicd
at age bW ith ey heeart i LhE-.
torn 1ol ane uI e hl'i‘LfIL“l 1mils
:ll'u R l::ll TRy |.I i ] |||,||1 J'|1|_:||;1|_:||-::l \l.|1|'.

f]l";iﬁ all |ll.l. s | ||:-'|_|||:| r||s1 Isar

WEATHER HESISTAHT

-Also airailahle in:
Quail, Grouse,
Rabbit, Raccoon
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another ]:Linllll lewes, Moa 1 imersed
mysell in big ame |'||:Illl'ill;__" with a
little spring I1|1LL1_. buntngn Hunting
Was 2 sl 1or e over those lhl:—i:—iirlg
clevades, but \unm-lhinﬂ alw; e ruu,q:vd
at the L:lt‘n ol 1wy conscienee .

O ane on 1 wrntd read old ulrkn.
hunting stories of hunters using tlu‘.._'_h.
Usually the settings ol these stories
were in the South where lurlc':y
'l”‘ki,i"’-. has tere Gracliiion. In 04
Jon Freis star e o anpaign and
founded the American Wild Turkey
|[u|'.1ing Phow Association U.lll'l'-'.l.‘}'fli'!'_‘L'\.
org) to legalize turkey dogs in Wis-
COsin, I?-uup An ._'nu:l -.|1.r|n¥i Iurku
hunter, T el a small spark ol inter
est start Lo gl T hoew very little
abount turkey 1|ls:glglli§_1 then,

I started too Bl ot torkeys more
olten than decr. In 2007 Stewve
Ihickoll wrote Fall & Winter 'ﬁn'kq:’r
[funter’s Handiveok | f|1-.~c|'ri|ﬁng his
lur'kt'}' d”}i"’-i“f'-’. eRpericnoes with
English setiers. Then Wisconsin au
thorized a 3 year trial turkey dog
hunt in ndne counties, :
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On this hunt, Vie pul i oll lgethen He broke up the Mock, came

back to gt

That spank inome turned inte a
bliacae. T Taelly swanites At add a {h:g
tes vy 1. il 1IIILI."| |11|J|llm:| Cxprrience.
But what if | wiil 4lug andl trained

Fll.ﬂi PRI.'II'EI.T ‘ﬂlll HEARING, BUT Dﬁll"l ALLOW ‘I"ﬂl.l T0 I'IIMI YOUR SURROUNDINGS.
FLG. EMPOWER YOUR HEARING WITH CUSTOM FIT PROTECTION & HD SOUND.
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ree, anned e et up twice o il Lwo Lags,

it for turkey hunting and suddenly
there was nooseason? | ddecided it was
best to wait b a ]u-rmamrnl state
wide hunt beline purchasing a dug.

il TRAINABLE GENERALIST
In the meantime [ studied dogs,
turkey dogs, and Tearned there was
nes [ :r|‘f-(“1~ Ispese] with which to hunt
turkeys; a lin ol dillerent dogs can
be trained to lunt turkeys, On Ot
19, 2009 Wizconsin .l[tl:lr'ﬂ'.f{‘.(l the
wse of tul'ln:t'}' clu;_gh' starling in the fall
of 2000, It was nos timie to dedide
On Ty el ol ol Lo lr-illi!tlg

I wtt]ul o \-1‘\!'1 a hlgh'j- train-
able gene ralist with ||:J1‘|g |t*.1t-r‘.'1 foor
running uj the steep wonled blutls
and across CR RIS liclds that are
commaon in my hunting arca. An
u]'ﬂ;trul |}:r|,-w| |||1||.||- A IE In CAsC lII|"'|"'IS
COTLEIT |,'|1||'|11|.'1{ Hwir minds about
turkey dogping, we could abways hunt
grouse, “urnluuk i ||.hr.-1_'%.=1nt After
all, it's cruel and snsual ]’:num.-;hnuul
if you own . hurntang {lug anl you
don’t bt b as noch as possible,
cruel for luah master and df}g.

Fall turkey huntimg with my best
friend Vie is where we start fall Later
Vi hunts grouse anel woodeock with
steady points. Pheasants are also
[minl{*.rl; lonwevaer, il 4 rooster trics
toy sncak away, Vie corcles, cuts him
of f and Hushes ham back toward me.

That's a trick D learned from the
turkeys. &
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